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The Highlands Coundal has developed three primary oved ay zones (the Protecion Zone, Conservation Zone
and Eeisting Cotnmunity Zone) and three sub-2ones (Conservation Zone — Ervironimentally Constrained,
Existing Cormyannty Zone — Ervdmrmmentaly Constrained sod Lake Conornwnity) each =with their cam
purpose, application, and developtnent criteria- see figure Loaad (S Ciafedly Zove Migh These zones apply
within both the Preservation and Flanning Areas, though af times with disting polides and standards in
cotnpliancewith Highlands Act requiremnents. The Highlands Coundl used 2 75 aae minirum mapping
threshold for the delineation of the three primary overlay z2ones.

These “Fones” dstinguish between rescurce constrained land s, where development will be limnited (Protection
Zone), and those lands characterized by existing pattem s of human development where, dependent on land or
capadty acnstraints, additional grossrth may of may not be appropriste (Exdsting Cotrmunity Zene). The
Conservation Zone identifies those areas =ith ahigh concentration of agriqiltural lands and assodated
woodland s and envircnmental features, where development potential may be limited based on the imitations
of available infrastruchure to support development, e.g water availability, the existence of concentrated
envirctument d resources that are easily impaired by development, or the protection of important agrioltural

restirCes.

In addition to these three primary ovetlay zones, three sub-zones within the Conservation Zone and the Eadsting
Cotnrmunity Zone have been identified. These constrained areas recoonive regionally sonificant sensitive
environmenta features where development should be subject to mitations on rescurce protecion, consumptive
and depletive wrater use, and degradation of water quality. The constrained areas do not represent all

environmenta constraints, and additional enwvironmental restrichons may apply dunng ate planning

The Protection Zone consists of high natiral rescurce value lands that are important to maintaining sater
quality, wrater quantity and senstive ecclogiaal rescurces and processes. Land acquisittion 1s 2 high pnontyin the
Frotection Zone and development activitieswill be extrernely limited; any development il be subject to
stringent limnitaions on consumptive and depletive water use, degradation of wrater quality, and impacts to

environmentaly sensitive lands.



The Corservation Zone consists of areaswith signifi cant spnionthiral lands and interspersedwath s sodated
woedlands and ermircnrmental festires that sheuld be preservedsshen possible. Norras colhursl developrnent

actvties wll be imitedin ares andintensity doetoinfrastricture constmints and rescuree protecdion goals.

The Corservation Zone — Enwirormmentally Constrained Sub-Zone consists of sigrificant envircnmental
featires wathin the Conservation Zonethat should be preserved andprotected from norragm aathral
developrrent. Developrnent actrties wall be brrited and subqect to stangent brntah oo on consurrptive and
depletiverarater use, degradanon of waber quality, and trpadts to emironmmentally sensiiwe lands.

The Exdsting Commmity Zone ocrisists of areas with regonally sigrificant concentrated developrrent

sipri fying ed shing commurnities. These areas tend to have bmited enva rotrmental constraints doe to premous
developrment pattems, and rray have sashng nfrastnichirethat can suppott developrnent and redeveloprment
prondedthat such deweloprmentis cormpatblewth the protecion and chamater of the Fighlands
amarcnrent, st levds that are appropn ste to rraintan the duaracter of established commrnbes.

The Badsting Conmyramity Zone — Environmentally Corstrained Sub-Zone consists of significart
contigucus ciitical hahitat, steep slopes and forested lands wathin the Ex sing Commurity Zone that shouldbe
protected form further fraprmentation. They serve as reglonal habitat “stepping stones™ to larger contigucus
cnthcal hiahatat and forestedareas. As such, they are net appropaate for agficant developrnant, and are best
served by land presemvan on snd pratechon. Dieveloprnent s subject to stingent lirnitah ons on consurmphve
at1d depletivesarater us e, depradation of water quality, sndrrpadts to emronmentally sensitve lands.

The Lake Commmity Sub-Zone consists of pattems of cormmurnity developrment that aressathin the Faisting
Corrrmunity Zonesathin 1,000 feet of lakes. The Fighlands Coundl focused on lales that are 10 acres or
gregter and delfineated lake rranacerment arese conasting of o area of up to 1000 fest (dependng on the
protection foaus) fromthe lake sheorelne in order to protect waber quality, rescures features, shorelne
developrrent rectesh o, seenicquahty snd cormmraty character A fuhare rrenasement area s plarned,
encormpassing the fll lakewaerhed, for protection of the lakewater qualty. This zone has unicque polides to
prevent degradah on of water quabty sndwretershed pollhon, hannto lake soceysterrs | snd protrcts natural
aesthetic values wathin the Fasting Community Zone






